
 

NEW ZEALAND

 SOUTH ISLAND ADVENTURE

TRIP DATES

Winter 2005–Spring 2006 Season 
November 11–26

*December 23, 2005–January 7, 2006
January 6–21

January 13– 28
February 3–18 

February 17–March 4
March 10–25

Winter 2006–Spring 2007 Season
November 17–December 2

December 17, 2006–January 1, 2007
January 5–20

January 19–February 3
February 2–17

February 16–March 3

*Call us for the separate itinerary for the holiday departure.



NEW ZEALAND IS NATURE’S PLAYGROUND. In fact, the entire

South Island feels like one big national park—it’s no wonder that

Kiwis celebrate any opportunity to “have a go” at outdoor adventure.

We discover first-hand the beauty that inspires them as we explore the

full range of South Island environments. On the beautiful Kaikora

Peninsula, we enjoy an unforgettable swim among the friendly

“duskies,” the graceful and acrobatic dusky dolphins who frolic close

to shore in pods of hundreds. In coastal Paparoa National Park, we

discover New Zealand’s luxuriant lowland rainforest, hiking through

glades of nikau palms and beneath towering forest giants like the

northern rata, rimu, and miro. On the Fox Glacier, our hike brings us

from fern-filled forests onto a mighty river of ice for extraordinary

perspectives of pinnacles, lakes, and deep blue crevasses. Milford

Sound is one of the world’s most spectacular meetings of mountains

and sea, and we experience it the ultimate way—on an overnight cruise

with a chance to explore by sea kayak. Our grand finale is a three-day

hike across the Routeburn Track, a glorious and remote wilderness

pathway that straddles the rugged spine of Fiordland’s Humboldt

Mountains, with panoramic views of snow-capped peaks stretching all

the way to the Tasman Sea. Outdoor adventure aside, our visit to

friendly New Zealand also allows us to appreciate the unique culture,

Kiwi character, and unhurried pace of this nature-blessed island.
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DETAILED ITINERARY
Meals included specified at the end of each itinerary day as "B," "L," or "D" (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner).

Day 1 Christchurch
Arrive in Christchurch on New Zealand's South Island and transfer on your own to our boutique hotel
beside Cathedral Square. The remainder of the afternoon is free to explore this charming English-style
city. We enjoy a welcome dinner and orientation in the evening...D

Day 2 Kaikoura 
Leaving Christchurch in the morning, we head north to Kaikoura, a lovely fishing town nestled between
the mountains and the sea on the northeast coast. The often snow-clad Kaikoura Mountains make a
spectacular backdrop for the town. Maori have inhabited the area for the last 900 years. The original Maori
name for Kaikoura was Te Koha O Marokura (“The Gift of Marokura”), named for Marokura, a god who
shaped the area with a magical sword. Here we enjoy a walk along the beautiful Kaikoura Peninsula, with
magnificent views of bush-clad hills and mountains, plus a chance to see the native New Zealand fur seals
basking in the shallow waters. In the late afternoon, we enjoy a bush walk in virgin forests of towering
ferns and native trees. Overnight in Kaikoura...BLD
Total Hiking Time: About 3 hours 

Day 3 Swim with Dusky Dolphins / Marlborough Sounds / Lochmara Lodge
Rising early, we board our boat to head out into the bay to swim with some of Kaikoura's more famous
local personalities—the playful dusky dolphins. With mask, snorkel, and fins, we enjoy a special
opportunity to enter the world of these amazing marine creatures. After breakfast, we travel north along
the coast to Marlborough Sounds, at the top of the South Island. This aquatic paradise of sheltered bays
and coves is accessible only by boat. A small Maori population lived in the Sounds many centuries ago.
Marlborough was not seen by Europeans until the arrival of Captain James Cook in 1770. Sixty years later,
the first European settlers arrived to set up whaling stations. This afternoon, we enjoy a boat journey into a
remote part of Marlborough Sounds that brings us to secluded Lochmara Lodge, which can only be
reached by boat. Surrounded by native bush, the lodge is on the world famous Queen Charlotte Track and
has its own sandy beach. Here we have the opportunity to kayak, fish, or just relax in a hammock and
listen to the native birds. Tonight we enjoy a barbecue on the deck of the lodge overlooking Lochmara
Bay...BLD

Day 4 Marlborough Sounds / Awaroa Lodge / Abel Tasman National Park
Starting right from our lodge, we set out on a day’s hike along the Queen Charlotte Track, a hiking trail
that leads through lush coastal forest and into enchanting coves and bays of the Marlborough Sounds. In
the late afternoon, we head by vehicle and then by water taxi to Awaroa Lodge, perfect for enjoying the
setting of Abel Tasman National Park’s renowned golden beaches, aquamarine waters, sculptured granite
cliffs, native forests, and world-famous coastal trails. We enjoy two nights at this superb lodge, which is
accessible only by boat. The lodge is short walk from Awaroa Bay in the quiet northern end of Abel
Tasman National Park...BLD
Total Hiking Time: About 5 hours 
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Day 5 Abel Tasman National Park
Depending on the tides, we either start right from the lodge or take a water taxi along the coast to start our
fine day of hiking and exploring the coast and lush forest interior of Abel Tasman National Park. Our path
leads us onto soft, powdery wilderness beaches, past blue lagoons and headlands, into native forests, with
fantastic coastal views along the way. Lunch is on the beach. Abel Tasman is a renowned sea kayaking
paradise, and we offer the option (at extra cost) of a sea kayaking excursion in the crystalline, transparent
waters of the Abel Tasman Sea. We return to Awaroa Lodge for overnight...BLD
Total Hiking Time: About 4 hours 

Day 6 The West Coast / Paparoa National Park 
Leaving Tasman Bay, we head around to the South Island’s ‘wild west’coast. The West Coast is New
Zealand's cultural heartland, full of legends and stories and populated by only 31,000 people, who are
known to New Zealanders as “Coasters.” Isolated from the rest of New Zealand by the Southern Alps,
Coasters have a distinctive culture of their own. Our morning hike takes us to Cape Foulwind (named by
Captain Cook for the weather he experienced while rounding it). A breeding colony of New Zealand Fur
Seals resides along the cliffs here. In the afternoon, we head to Paparoa National Park, the first "scientific"
national park in New Zealand, its boundaries carefully chosen to encompass a complete range of
ecosystems. Paparoa protects some of the most accessible native bush and lush forest in the country. Its
rugged coastline features spectacular cliffs and water-sculpted limestone blow holes, including the famous
limestone stacks called the Pancake Rocks. Our coastal hike in Paparoa showcases the astounding scenery
of the west coast. Tonight we enjoy an evening meal at the beach and overnight at a beachside
accommodation...BLD
Total Hiking Time: About 3 hours 

Day 7 Hokitika / Fox Glacier
This morning, we can take a relaxed walk on the beach in front of our accommodation or enjoy a hike
along the Pororari River through subtropical rainforest. Later we visit the old gold mining town of
Hokitika, first settled in 1860 after the discovery of gold on the west coast. Today the town is famous for
its artisans, in particular jade carvers. We have a chance to wander among the studios and shops. Our
afternoon hike on the coast has panoramic views from the turquoise sea to glaciated snow-capped peaks.
Overnight at a comfortable lodge in the country town of Fox Glacier Township....BLD
Total Hiking Time: About 3 hours 

Day 8 Fox Glacier
On the mighty Fox Glacier, flanked by emerald rainforests and framed by the snowy giants of the Southern
Alps, our exciting glacier walk gives us up-close perspectives of a sea of jagged ice. We spend the day
exploring this immense, ever-changing mass of ice and rock. We wear special crampons on our boots and
carry poles to walk the trails across the ice. As we hike, we may hear the glacier creaking and groaning
beneath us. The Fox Glacier is the longest and most magnificent of New Zealand’s West Coast glaciers
and, remarkably, it ends in a temperate rainforest a few miles from the sea. We return to our lodge in Fox
Glacier Township for the night…BLD 
Total Hiking Time: About 3 hours 

Day 9 Heritage Highway / Wanaka
This morning, we take a serene forest stroll that leads us to Lake Matheson, where the snow-capped
reflections of Mt. Cook (the highest peak in Australasia) and Mt. Tasman are often perfectly mirrored.
Leaving Fox Glacier Township, we head out for a short walk on a rainforest track to Munro Beach in
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search of the rare Fiordland crested penguins, then continue our morning drive on the Heritage Highway
along the Tasman Sea. After a picnic lunch amid the dramatic scenery of the Haast River, we arrive at a
picturesque vineyard and sample the award-winning wines of the Central Otago region. Later, we check
into our bed-and-breakfast accommodation in Wanaka. This evening, you are free to explore this beautiful
little town and enjoy dinner on your own at one of its numerous excellent restaurants. Overnight at our
B&B in Wanaka...BL
Total Hiking Time: About 3 hours 

Day 10 Mount Aspiring National Park / Queenstown
After a drive through the majestic scenery of the Matukituki Valley, our morning hike takes us to stunning
viewpoints of sapphire-blue Lake Wanaka, Twin Falls, and the glaciers and mountains of Mount Aspiring
National Park, a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The national park is an immense alpine reserve dominated
by a pyramid-shaped peak of snow and ice that the Maori call Tititeaor ("Upright Glistening Mountain”).
At 9,961 feet, Mt. Aspiring towers above a sea of mighty peaks and more than 50 named glaciers. Later
this afternoon, we head to Queenstown, a once-sleepy lakeside village that has become a sophisticated
resort. Queenstown sits nestled in the Remarkable Mountains at the base of Lake Wakatipu, perhaps the
most haunting of Central Otago's lakes, with its serpentine shape and rhythmic "breathing tides."
According to Maori legend, the lake was formed when an evil sleeping giant was set on fire by a brave
youth. Overnight at our lodge in Queenstown overlooking Lake Wakatipu and the mountains. With over
100 restaurants to choose from, you’ll appreciate being free to explore Queenstown on your own tonight.
In addition to excellent food, this is the place for shopping and nightlife, too!...BL 
Total Hiking Time: About 3 hours 

Day 11 Fiordland National Park / Milford Sound Overnight Cruise
This morning we drive through upended land that was carved, tumbled ,and jumbled by grinding glaciers
during the last Ice Age. Along the way, we stop for short walks at areas of interest in Fiordland National
Park, the largest national park in New Zealand and one of the largest in the world. We make our way to
Milford Sound, where this afternoon we board our vessel for a cruise through this spectacular body of
water. Set among the towering peaks of Fiordland National Park, Milford Sound is a deep waterway that
flows to the Tasman Sea. It is one of the world’s most spectacular meetings of mountain and sea, where
4,000-foot-high walls rise directly from the water's edge. Our cruise takes us out to the Tasman Sea, where
we anchor for the night in sheltered Harrison Cove beneath the towering Mount Pembroke. Before sunset,
we can explore the fjord by kayak or tender craft, or simply relax on the deck of the vessel to enjoy the
vistas. Our overnight is aboard our vessel with private cabins and ensuite bathrooms. To spend the night
enveloped by the majesty of this environment is simply the best way to experience Milford Sound!...BLD
Total Hiking Time: About 3 hours 

Day 12 Fiordland National Park / Routeburn Track / Lake MacKenzie Hut 
We awake this morning to the silence and serenity of Milford Sound. After breakfast on board, we head
ashore and drive to the starting point of our three-day hike on the world-famous Routeburn Track, one of
New Zealand's most scenic "walking tracks.” 

In our three superb days of hiking, we enjoy spectacular alpine landscapes, beech forest, native bush, and
crystal-clear rushing rivers. We hike for four to six hours a day with two overnights in comfortable
mountain lodges that provide hot meals, wine, and hot showers. Rooms in the lodges have four to six beds
to a room–it’s coed dorm-style, but with very comfortable bunk beds furnished with duvets and pillows.
We are sometimes asked why we chose the Routeburn Track over the Milford Track, another of New
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Zealand’s great hikes. We prefer the Routeburn Track because it has fewer hikers, more varied terrain, and
the track is mostly above treeline, allowing for fantastic views. It can also be accomplished in just two
overnights in the huts, rather than four on the Milford Track. 

Our hike begins in the late morning on a well-graded trail above the treeline at Key Summit. The rainfall
in this area is high and supports a rich variety of mosses, ferns, and lichens that festoon the forest floor and
trees. Those who want to can enjoy an optional climb up to Key Summit for spectacular views of three
valleys. We descend to Lake Howden for lunch, then climb steadily through silver beech forest to the
magnificent Earland Falls before descending to our hut at Lake MacKenzie....BLD 
Total Hiking Time: About 4-6 hours (7.8 miles) not including Key Summit option

Day 13 Routeburn Track / Routeburn Hut
Leaving the Lake Mackenzie hut, we hike along the lake’s emerald waters and zigzag up above treeline
(3,200 feet) into dramatic alpine terrain brightened with wildflowers. At Ocean Peak Corner, the Darran
Mountains, Hollyford Valley, and the Tasman Sea are in view. Those who want to can enjoy an optional
climb up Conical Hill for fine views. Our descent brings us past Lake Harris and into an immense alpine
basin and downward alongside cascading waterfalls to the hut at Routeburn Falls...BLD 
Total Hiking Time: About 5-7 hours (9.4 miles) not including Conical Hill option

Day 14 Routeburn Track / Queenstown
On our last hiking day, we wind down from Routeburn Falls to the meadows of Routeburn Flats. After a
stop for tea, we hike further past the green pools of the Routeburn River, we enter a beech forests that
leads into a quiet glen and awaiting vehicle. We head to Queenstown for an evening celebration
dinner...BLD 
Total Hiking Time: About 5-7 hours (10 miles) 

Day 15 Queenstown
Queenstown is the adventure capital of New Zealand. In this year-round resort village, we split into
smaller groups for a day of biking, rafting, jet boating--or just relaxing. The swift rivers near Queenstown
are the scene for whitewater rafting, river surfing, and jet-boating (New Zealand's home-grown way to run
rivers upstream or downstream). Other possibilities include canoeing, kayaking, sailing, trout fishing,
hiking, and horseback riding. The stouthearted can try bungee jumping, a sport born in New Zealand. At
the historic Kawarau Bridge, a gigantic rubber bungee cord is tied to your ankles, the crowd shouts out
"five, four, three, two, ONE," and you're off and flying. It's an exhilarating experience and, even if you
don't choose to jump, it’s fun to be a spectator. Optional activities, both free and at extra cost, are
organized for us by the Trip Leader. Breakfast and lunch are on your own today...D

Day 16 Queenstown / Depart
After a relaxed breakfast, we may have time for a quiet stroll along the lake or some last-minute shopping
before we transfer to the Queenstown Airport...B
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Tour Cost & Important Trip Details

WINTER 2005/SPRING 2006 LAND COST*: 
$4995 (10-12 members)
$5295 (8-9 members)
$5495 (6-7 members)

Single Supplement: $1095 Subject to availability
Single supplement is not available during our two nights on the Routeburn
Track, where our mountain lodges have bunk rooms with 4-6 beds.

Please call for Winter 2006/Spring 2007 Season prices

Our trips are budgeted for a full or nearly full sign-up. To avoid having to cancel trips with fewer
members, we charge more for smaller groups, to cover the fixed costs of the trip. Costs are based on
double occupancy; if you are traveling alone and wish to have a single room, you must pay the single
supplement fee. If you are willing to share accommodations we will match you with a roommate if one is
available. If you are willing to share accommodations but we cannot match you with a roommate, the
"forced single supplement" will be 50% of the single supplement listed above.

*CURRENCY EXCHANGE RATES 
Due to the volatility of currency markets, we can only offer the most competitive pricing on our trips in
New Zealand by partially tying the trip cost directly to the value of the New Zealand Dollar. In the spring
of 2005, when we set the rates for our Winter 2005/Spring 2006 program, the US Dollar equaled 1.47 New
Zealand Dollar. While in most years, no price changes are ever necessary, if there were to be a significant
change in exchange rates, we may be forced to raise or lower our trip price; if so, your final invoice, sent
out 75 days prior to departure, will reflect the difference. Please note that the calculation will not be a
straight proration. While most of the trip cost is paid in New Zealand Dollars, the remainder of our
expenses are paid in dollars. The overall effect is to moderate any change; thus, if the New Zealand Dollar
were to rise in value, the land price would rise less than might be expected, and if the New Zealand Dollar
were to fall, the drop in land price would also be less than might be expected.

LAND COST INCLUDES: 
! all accommodations 
! welcome and farewell dinner and all meals as specified after each itinerary day
! services of Trip Leader and local guides
! rucksack, sleeping sheet, towel, and raingear for the Routeburn Track
! all land and boat transportation 

LAND COST DOES NOT INCLUDE: international airfare, transfers for independent arrival or
departure, any meals not specified after each itinerary day, airport departure taxes, optional activities,
optional tipping or gratuities to leaders or staff, additional hotel nights that may be necessitated by airline
schedule changes or other factors, pre-trip expenses of medical immunizations (if any), travel insurance, or
passports and visas, and other expenses of a personal nature (liquor, laundry, etc.).
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TRIP PAYMENT SCHEDULE CANCELLATION FEE SCHEDULE
At time of reservation $500 Minimum fee  $0
120 days prior to departure $500 46-90 days prior to departure 25% of land cost
60 days prior to departure Balance 45 days or less  100% of land cost

SAMPLE AIRFARE
Los Angeles / Christchurch round-trip:between $1500 and $2200, depending on the month. 

Airfares are subject to change and are not guaranteed until ticketed.

ARRIVAL / DEPARTURE
Christchurch, New Zealand, is the meeting place for our journey. On arrival, you will transfer on your own
to the group hotel. At the end of the trip, you will be transferred to Queenstown airport for departure on
your flight. Our Arrival & Departure Logistics memo, included with your confirmation packet, will have
further information.

LEADERSHIP 
Renowned for their ability to share their knowledge of New Zealand’s mountains and cultures, our leaders
have a passion and a joy for creating an unforgettable journey. We are extremely proud of our leaders, and
of the incredible travel experiences that they make possible. One of the following Trip Leaders will guide
each departure:

Jon Imhoof has a degree in Anthropology from the University of Hawaii, where he first began leading
hiking and sailing trips in the 1980s. Moving to Queenstown, New Zealand in 1989, he started the first
river surfing company in the world, and later started the first specialized heli-snowboarding operation in
New Zealand. Jon enjoys windsurfing, surfing, paragliding, kayaking, rafting, scuba diving, mountain
biking, climbing and just about every other outdoor pursuit known to man. “What I think surprises most
people about New Zealand is the effect it has on their world view,” says Jon. “The first thing that is
immediately apparent is a more relaxed pace of living.And in conversation, people are not in such a hurry
to move on–a remark to a stranger can become a lively conversation. The lack of crowds and the clean
environment also have an effect on visitors, like suddenly being able to take a deep breath. New Zealand
inspires adventure!” Along with his wife, Allison, their latest endeavour is to start a vineyard on their
property beside New Zealand’s Kawarau River.

Richard Morris is a native of Auckland, New Zealand, and has lived in Queenstown for the past 13 years,
where he guides trekking and mountain bike tours. A volunteer in Queenstown's Ambulance and
Emergency Services, Richard has a passion for river surfing, bungee jumping, skiing and snowboarding.
He is also a great guitar and drum player. His degree is in Civil Engineering. As a native Kiwi, Richard
delights in sharing the many natural wonders of his homeland with visitors.
 
WHAT THE TRIP IS LIKE
This active outdoor adventure is rated 3, moderate, according to our trip grading system. Anyone in a
reasonable state of fitness and accustomed to outdoor adventures should be able to fully enjoy the planned
activities. Our adventure involves a lot of hiking (3-6 hour hikes over moderate terrain). Our road travel is
mostly over good roads in a comfortable van or minibus. Lunches are mostly prepared by your Trip Leader
or lodging hosts. On some occasions, however, participants may be asked to help out with meal
preparation for picnics. Most evening meals are taken in restaurants. The weather in New Zealand is often
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variable so we may occasionally have to wait for it to change in order to participate in our planned
activities. In such a case, we rearrange the daily itinerary to accommodate the weather conditions.
The trip features a variety of accommodations chosen for their character, size, and location Two nights are
in mountain huts on the Routeburn Track. Other overnights range from Bed & Breakfasts to historic inns.
Some rooms (particularly in the Bed & Breakfasts) vary considerably in size and in types of beds. Rooms
have private facilities (except two nights on the Routeburn Track). Your Trip Leader does his best to
assign rooms equitably, but this may not always be possible. 

Hiking the Routeburn Track: This is moderately challenging for most people and is considered at 3+.
For these three days, participants should be prepared to hike 4-7 hours over rocky, uneven terrain carrying
a supplied rucksack with overnight belongings (change of clothing, toothbrush, towel, and a sleeping sheet,
plus your camera gear, rain jacket, and water bottle). It should weigh no more than 20 pounds and could
weigh as little as 15 depending on what you bring. Please note that mountain tracks on the Routeburn can
be muddy, depending on the recent weather. The two nights on the Routeburn track are in comfortable
mountain huts with two bunkbeds (4 people) per room. Hot showers are available every night of the trip. 

ARRIVING EARLY OR STAYING OVER
We are happy to arrange additional time for you in New Zealand before or after your trip. Two of your
options are:

! Arrive a day early to explore charming Christchurch, largest city on the South Island. You can
spend a day touring the city, with its Cathedral Square, Avon River, and trams, or just relax at the
elegantly restored Manor House.

! Stay for a few nights in Auckland, a lovely harbor city with plenty of activity. While in Auckland,
you stay at the lovely Stafford Villa, a historic double-bay villa on Birkenhead Point, just a short
stroll from cafes and restaurants.

Room rates in these Bed & Breakfasts range from $90- $120 USD per night, depending upon the
specific room and the exchange rate. If you are interested in learning more about these extended stays,
please call us at 1-800-368-2794 and ask for our Pacific Manager.

CHOOSING THE RIGHT TRIP
Adventure travel often involves exotic destinations, unusual levels of physical exertion, or activities
you may not have participated in previously. We work hard to help you choose the right trip for you,
paying attention to your individual interests, abilities, and needs. If you have questions about the level
of comfort or any of the activities described in this itinerary, please call Wilderness Travel at 1-800-
368-2794 and ask for our Pacific Department or email us at pacific@wildernesstravel.com.

REFERENCES
We are proud to have an exceptionally high rate of repeat travelers. For more information, we would
be happy to put you in touch with a client who has traveled with us in New Zealand.

DEPARTURE NOTES
Once you have signed up on the trip, we send you Departure Notes that include a complete packing
list, relevant health information, required travel documents, and a reading list.
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NOTES:
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NOTES:



VISIT US ONLINE
At www.wildernesstravel.com you can you find out about added departures, last-minute deals, and
special WT Expeditions that aren't listed in our catalog. You can also access a complete library of our
Detailed Itineraries. And while you are there, check out our Guestbook to see what other website visitors
and past clients have said, and leave us a comment of your own! 

Please be advised that California has established a Travel Consumer Restitution Fund under the California Seller of Travel
Law which took effect January 1, 1996. This fund is designed to protect consumers from unscrupulous practices by
discount airfare ticket sellers or air charter operators. Unfortunately, this law does not cover non-California residents and,
even in the case of California residents, it does not cover any foreign travel where the foreign "providers of transportation
or travel services" are not in compliance with the Sellers of Travel Law (compliance being defined as registered as a Seller
of Travel in California and a participant in the Travel Consumer Restitution Fund). Thus none of Wilderness Travel's tours
qualify and we are required by law to advise each client that they are not covered by the California Travel Consumer
Restitution Fund. California law requires sellers of travel to maintain a trust account or bond. This business has a trust
account. California Seller of Travel #1007696-40

While as accurate as possible at the time of printing, this itinerary should be considered an approximate indication of the
schedule and scope of activities and trip routing, rather than an inflexible schedule of events; it is subject to change due to
circumstances beyond our control. This trip is subject to the Limitation of Liability and all the terms and conditions as
detailed in the General Information section of the Wilderness Travel catalog.

Revised: August 15, 2005


